















Immunotherapy for Refractory Malignancies:
Tumor Responses without Chimerism
Gerald A. Colvin,1 David Berz,1 Muthalagu Ramanathan,2 Eric S. Winer,1 Loren Fast,1
Gerald J. Elfenbein,3 Peter J. Quesenberry1Allogeneic bone marrow transplantation relies on immunosuppression, which controls graft-versus-host
disease (GVHD) and allows engraftment at the expense of diminished graft versus-tumor (GVT) activity. Ad-
vances in hematologic transplantation have prompted the development of effective, less-toxic regimens that
attempt to balance GVH and GVT immunoreactions. We analyzed the safety and efficacy of haploidentical
transplantation in a Phase I/II nonimmunosuppressive, nonmyeloablative setting. A total of 41 patients
with relapsed refractory cancer received 100 cGy of total body irradiation (TBI), along with an infusion of
1  106 to 2  108 CD31 cells/kg; 29 patients received the highest dose. A postinfusional cellular graft re-
jection syndrome resembling engraftment syndrome was noted at the 2 highest CD31 infusion cohorts.
There were 26 patients with hematologic malignancies with 14 responses, 9 of which were major. Two of
6 patients with lymphoma remained free of disease at 76 months and 82 months, respectively; there were
5 durable complete responses and 4 partial responses in 13 patients with acute myelogenous leukemia
(AML). All responses occurred outside of donor chimerism. TBI at 100 cGy followed by HLA-haploidentical
immunotherapy is a biologically active therapy for patients with refractory AML and lymphoma. Possible
mechanisms contributing to its effectiveness include initial GVT kill, breaking of host tolerance to tumor
through cross-reactive alloreactive responses, persistent nondetectable microchimerism, or some combina-
tion of these.
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Immunologic destructionof cancer dates back to the
18th centurywith the observation that certain infectious
disease processes confer a beneficial therapeutic effect
on malignancy. In the early 20th century, some cancer
patients demonstrated complete tumor regression after
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6/j.bbmt.2008.12.503workers [1-3] used endotoxin from heat-killed strepto-
cocci and Serratia marcescens as a vaccine to treat more
than 300 patients. Overall response rates were 63% in
patientswith sarcomaand52%in thosewith lymphoma,
with durable responses (many life-long) seen in52%and
38%, respectively.Allogeneic bonemarrow transplanta-
tion (alloBMT)has turnedout tobe anotherpotent form
of immunotherapy.There is ample evidence that a graft-
versus-tumor (GVT) effect exists with donor lympho-
cyte infusion (DLI) in patients with chronic myeloge-
nous leukemia (CML) and those with graft-versus-host
disease (GVHD) [3-6].
A critical role of alloBMT is to administer immu-
noregulatory cells to eradicate residual malignancy
and prevent recurrences. It was once thought that
high-dose therapy was necessary to eradicate host mar-
row stem cells and open up niches (extravascular sites of
marrow hematopoiesis) to allow cell expansion; how-
ever, various studies have demonstrated that successful
engraftment can occur in both nontreated hosts [7-11]
and minimally treated hosts [12-14]. The key factor is
the infusion of high numbers of donor cells to compete
with residual hostmarrow. Stewart et al. [14] found that421
Table 1. Patient Disease and eligibility Characteristics
(n 5 41)
Diagnosis Eligibility
Solid tumors (n 515)
Breast 3 Refractory/active malignancy
Renal cell 3 Age >3 months
Bladder 2 Expected survival? 3 months
Ewing’s sarcoma 2 HL-3/6 related donor
Eccrine 1 Bilirubin < 2.0 mg/dL
Lung 1 No uncontrolled infections*
Melanoma 1 HIV negative
Prostate 1 DLCO > 40%
Head and neck 1 LVEF > 35%




Acute Lymphoblastic leukemia 1
Chronic Myelogenous leukemia 1
DLCO indicates diffusing capacity of the lung fot carbon monoxide;
LVEF, left ventricular ejection fraction; AML, acute myelogenous leuke-
mia; HL, hodgkin lymphoma; NHL, non-hodgkin lymphoma; MMSE,
Mini mental status exam.
*Any fungal infection had to be responsive to anti-fungal therapy and
treated for longer than 1 month.
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geneic marrow could be transplanted into nontreated
or minimally treated (100 cGy) mice, resulting in the
establishment of long-term, multilineage chimerism.
A total body irradiation (TBI) dose of 100 cGy resulted
in high levels of donor chimerism with a reduction in
host stem cell function to only 8.6% of the baseline
level, while preserving host hematopoiesis. Final chi-
merism is based primarily on stem cell competition in
the syngeneic setting [15]. These initial studies led to
cellular immune therapy trials in which preparative
treatment was minimized and immunocompetent
T cell numbers were maximized.
In previous work [16], we infused T cell–replete
HLA-matched peripheral blood (1  108 CD31 cells/
kg) from nonmobilized donors into patients with re-
fractory hematologic malignancies treated with 100
cGy of TBI. Nine of 11 patients achieved mixed or
complete donor chimerism, and 5 (55%) developed sig-
nificant acute GVHD (aGVHD), resulting in 1 death.
Remarkably, 4 complete responses (CRs) occurred,
2 of which (lymphoma and relapsed acutemyelogenous
leukemia [AML]) were of long duration. In addition,
several patients had aCRwhile achieving only transient
chimerism.One patient who achieved 5%chimerism at
week11 after infusion remained disease-free for more
than 10 years after transplantation [16].
In the aforementioned study,many eligible patients
were untreated because of the lack of anHLA-identical
matched sibling donor. Approximately 95%of patients
have HLA-haploidentical relatives, however. Conven-
tional high-dose,HLA-haploidentical immunotherapy
is limited by toxicity, especially GVHD, but may exert
potent GVT effects with the infusion of immunocom-
petentT or natural killer (NK) cells because of the hap-
lodisparity between donor and host [17-21]. aGVHD
can be reduced by T cell depletion, but this also abro-
gates the GVT effect [22-28] and increases rejection
and infections [29,30].
Conventional dogma holds that sustained chime-
rism/engraftment is necessary for prolonged responses;
however, our previous study found a long-term re-
sponse with transient chimerism, suggesting that it is
not required for a therapeutic effect. In the present
Phase I/II study,wedetermined recipient response rates
with HLA-haploidentical donors while infusing vary-
ing numbers of granulocyte colony-stimulating factor
(G-CSF)- primed cells. G-CSF was used to polarize
the T cells to a Th2 phenotype, to minimize GVHD
in the event of engraftment [31-33]. The risk of graft re-
jection was increased because of HLA disparity [34].MATERIALS AND METHODS
All patients were enrolled on a protocol approved
by the Roger Williams Medical Center’s Institutional
Review Board and Radiation Safety Committee.Disease and eligibility characteristics are outlined in
Table 1.Cell Collection Protocol
Initially, as a safety procedure, the first 10 patients
underwent autologous peripheral blood stem cell
(PBSC) apheresis and cell storage before transplanta-
tion. This was performed in case we needed to eradi-
cate the graft because of GVHD. It was later
discontinued because of lack of GVHD and engraft-
ment.
Related HLA-haploidentical donors were given
G-CSF (16 mg/kg/day) for 5 days, after which they un-
derwent leukapheresis. If the donors needed additional
CD31 cells, they were given G-CSF (16 mg/kg) 1
hour before the second leukapheresis. Thirty donors
(73%) underwent leukapheresis over 2 days, and 11
(27%) did so over 1 day.Conditioning
Patients were treated with 100 cGy of TBI given by
lateral opposing fields at a rate of 10 to 15 cGy/min
using a linear accelerator (25 MV). Variations in the
absorbed dose were within\ 10% of the dose to the
prescription point throughout the body, with excep-
tion of the superficial 2 mm and the lungs. Beam
spoilers of low-density plastic were used to achieve
a more homogeneous surface dose. The collimator
opening and treatment distance was such that the pa-
tient was entirely within the treatment beam without
extension into the penumbra region. Individual pa-
tient-specific compensators (bolus material) provided
X-ray dose uniformity; no shielding was provided.
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pheresis product was given 6 hours later.
Cell Administration
The entire leukapheresis product was used. The
cellular components were identical to those obtained
by standard leukapheresis. T cell and CD341 concen-
trations were obtained, with the volume of product ad-
ministered depending onTcell dose level.The patients
were divided into 5 cohorts based ondose level: 1 106,
1  107, 3  107, 1  108, and 2  108 CD31 cells/kg.
Four patients were treated at each of the 3 lowest T cell
dose levels, 8 patients were treated at the 1 108 level,
and 21 patientswere treated at the 2 108 level, consid-
ered the maximum tolerated dose. Another 4 patients
were added to the 1  108 dose level in accordance
with protocol because of grade IV treatment toxicity
in 1 of the first 4 patients.
G-CSF–mobilized donor CD341 cells (mean
dose, 4.9  106/kg) were infused along with escalating
doses of CD31 cells (1 106 to 2 108/kg) after 100
cGy of TBI. The unprocessed cells were administered
6 hours after TBI on the same day as leukapheresis was
performed. Cyclosporine (CsA; Neoral; Novartis,
Basel, Switzerland) 6.25 mg/kg twice daily by mouth
was started on day 0 for patients given CD31 cells at
1 106 and 1 107. No response was seen in those
patients who received cyclosporine. CsA therapy was
discontinued 4 weeks after initiation, once the absence
of chimerism was confirmed.
Chimerism Analysis
In the first 20 patients, blood chimerism analysis
done 2 weeks after transplantation revealed no detect-
able chimerism as determined by short-tandem repeats
[16]. Because no chimerism was detected initially, we
performed evaluations at earlier time points, including
1, 2, 3, 6, 14, and 21 days (in addition to the foregoing
time points) after initial cell infusion, to explore the ki-
netics of rejection. We concomitantly evaluated serial
marrow chimerism in a subset of patients with AML.
The reproducible level of sensitivity in our assay, as
monitoredbycontrolmixture lanes,was 1%to5%.Per-
cent donor engraftment or chimerismwas definedas the
percentage of total cells derived from donor DNA.
Haploimmunostorm Cytokine Analysis
The serum samples were stored in a freezer at
280Cuntilmultiplex cytokine analysiswas conducted
using the Human 17-Plex Panel Cytokine Assay and
the Bio-Plex Suspension Array System (Bio-Rad)
according to the manufacturer’s instructions.
Statistical Analysis
Primary endpoints included Phase I toxicity and
Phase II response rates. Secondary apriori endpoints in-cluded response duration, chimerism, and toxicity. We
expected accrual of 25 patients for the Phase II compo-
nent. Sample size calculation was based on the primary
endpoint of response rate. The null hypothesis was a re-
sponse rate (CR1 partial response [PR])\ 1% versus
the alternative hypothesis with a response rate $ 10%.
With 25 patients, the study had 80% power with a 2-
sided significance level of .05 to detect this difference.
(All P values were 2-sided.) Objective measurements
included restaging tests conducted beginning 30 days
before therapy and continuing through day 100 after
therapy. Disease (hematologic malignancy vs solid tu-
mor), T cell dose, GVHD development, previous che-
motherapy, neutropenia, and number of platelet/red
blood cell (RBC) transfusionswere studied as predictive
factors for donor chimerism, tumor response, and toxic-
ity. The nonparametric Spearman’s rank correlation
coefficient was used to assess the correlation between
CD31 dose and survival by diagnosis (hematologic vs
solid tumor). All statistical analyses were done using
Stata 6.0 (StataCorp, College Station, TX).Role of the Funding Source
The study sponsors had no role in study design,
data collection, data analysis or interpretation, the
writing of this manuscript, or the decision to submit
the manuscript for publication.RESULTS
Patient Characteristics
A total of 41 patients with refractory malignancies
were enrolled into this Phase I/II protocol between
June 2001 and March 2005. Median patient age was
58 years (range: 16 to 82 years). Human Research Re-
viewCommittee approval was obtained before patients
were enrolled. Disease distribution among the patients
is outlined in Table 1, and previous chemotherapy is
described in Appendices 1 and 2. Six patients had pre-
vious autologous BMT, including 2 with breast cancer
(5 months and 18 months earlier), 2 with lymphoma
(8 months and 6 years earlier), 1 with myeloma (3 years
earlier), and 1 with Ewing’s sarcoma (4 months ear-
lier). The median interval between autologous BMT
and haplotransplantation was 25 months (range, 4 to
75 months), the median time from diagnosis to haplo-
transplantation was 21 months (range, 2 to 111
months), and the median number of previous treat-
ment regimens was 3 (range, 0 to 7).
Median donor age was 41 years (range, 20 to 88
years). The group comprised 22 men and 19 women.
A total of 17 donor–recipient pairs were sex-
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Figure 1. Hematopoietic kinetics and toxicity: patient cell counts. (A) Median WBC count, ANC, and platelet count of patients with hematologic
(n 5 26) and solid tumor (n 5 15) malignancies at various times after transplantation. (B) Treatment-related toxicity of all patients graded according
to Eastern Cooperative Oncology Group criteria using a toxicity array. Each patient is represented from left to right, with the patient number listed
on the top of the array and each toxicity grade depicted in vertical columns. Because many patients already had grade 4 toxicity resulting from their
disease, the grade of toxicity deviation from baseline is presented, to show actual treatment-related toxicity.
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Table 2. HIS Characteristics in the 30 Patients in the 1  108
to 2  108 CD3 + Cells/kg Cohorts
Hyperpyrexia, day 0 to 1 (100%) Median onset, 14 hours
100% resolution by 6 hours with steroid
administration
(Steroids administered for hyperpyrexia
lasting >72 hours)
Malaise (100%) Seen in 30 of 30 patients
LFT aberration (93%) Seen in 28 of 30 patients
Morbilliform rash (60)% Seen in 18 of 30 patients
Diarrhea (73%) Seen in 22 of 30 patients
Skin and colon biopsies No acute GVHD
GVHD, graft-versus-host disease.
Biol Blood Marrow Transplant 15:421-431, 2009 425HLA-Haploidentical Cellular ImmunotherapyToxicity
Figure 1A shows blood count changes in the pa-
tients with hematologic malignancies. During the first
8 weeks, the patients had an absolute neutrophil count
(ANC)\1000 lasting a median of 37 days (range, 10 to
64 days) and an ANC\500 lasting amedian of 27 days
(range, 23 to 50 days). The mean ANC nadir was 340
on day134. A bimodal mean distribution of the white
blood cell (WBC) count and ANC was noted, with an
initial drop by day115, improvement by day121, and
then a second drop by day134. The patients with solid
tumors generally had aWBC count (median, 7.5 k/mL)
and ANC (median: 5562) within normal ranges before
treatment. The mean ANC never dropped below 500,
with a nadir of 893 at day 132. Hemoglobin and he-
matocrit levels remained stable with blood transfusion
support. Other toxicities are shown in Figure 1B.
In the 26 patients with hematologicmalignancies de-
pendencyonbloodproducts increasedfrom1to2months
beforeBMTto after BMT.RBC transfusion dependence
increased from 80% (21 of 26) to 89% (23 of 26), and
platelet dependence increased from 89% (23 of 26) to
92% (24 of 26). Seventeen of the 26 patients became
transfusion-independent by day 100 after BMT.
Infusion-Related Syndrome
An acute clinical syndrome known as a ‘‘haplo im-
munostorm’’ (HIS) was observed after haplotransplan-
tation, likely occurring secondary to cytokine flux. HIS
represents neither hyperacute nor aGVHD, but rather
is a syndrome comprising 1 or more symptoms, as out-
lined in Table 2. Examples of the skin rash and biopsy
findings inHIS are shown in Figure 2, and serial serum
multiplex cytokine level measurements are depicted in
Figure 3. In the 2 108 CD31 cell/kg cohort (n5 17),
significant elevations (P\ .05) between pretransplan-
tion and posttransfusion levels were found in interleu-
kin (IL)-6, IL-8, IL-10, interferon (IFN)-g, IL-5,
IL-7, IL-13, monocyte chemoattractant protein
(MCP)-1, and macrophage inflammatory protein
(MIP)-1b. No significant changes were seen in IL-2,
IL-4, granulocyte-macrophage colony-stimulating
factor (GM-CSF), INF-a, IL-1b, IL-7, IL-12, IL-17,
or granulocyte colony-stimulating factor (G-CSF).
This cytokine profile is unlike any reported previously
and is separate from GVHD and engraftment syn-
drome.
Chimerism and aGVHD
The presence of chimerism was initially assessed at
2-week intervals, but because no evidence was found,
we examined earlier time points after cell infusion. In
most of the patients in the highest CD31 dose cohort
(2 108/kg CD31), transient donor chimerism was
seen in the blood or marrow, but disappeared by
14 days; . 5% chimerism was observed in 10 of 29patients given cells (Table 3). Two patients converted
to full donor chimerism (100%) by 24 and 28 days after
cell infusion; one of these patients had active lym-
phoma, but developed severe aGVHD that was
responsive to corticosteroids and died from polymi-
crobial sepsis, and the other died from disease progres-
sion (metastatic breast cancer) as noted on autopsy.
This latter patient had undergone autologous BMT
18 months earlier, after which she developed mixed
chimerism of 12.5% at 2 weeks and full chimerism
(100%) at 24 days. She died 24 days after undergoing
haplotransplantation from progressive disease with
biopsy results negative for aGVHD.
The 8 patients treated with 1  106 or 1  107
CD31 cells/kg demonstrated no response. One patient
with metastatic breast cancer treated with 1 107
CD31 cells/kg had stable disease without therapy for
7 months before progression was noted.
Of the 31 patients who received higher CD31
doses, objective responses were seen in 14 patients
withhematologicmalignancies (5CR, 2PR, and7 tran-
sient response), and stable disease was seen in 1 patient
with renal cell cancer. Three patients could not be eval-
uated because they died of other causes within a month
of transplantation. Twenty-three patients exhibited
disease progression, including 13 of 15 patients with
solid tumor malignancies and 10 of 26 patients with
hematologic malignancies. Interestingly, all of the re-
sponses were seen in the leukemia and lymphoma sub-
group, and no responses were seen in the multiple
myeloma (MM) subgroup.
Four of 6 patients with relapsed, refractory B cell
non-Hodgkin lymphoma (NHL) had a response (2 PR
and 2 CR). The 2 patients with a CR had diffuse large
cell lymphoma (DLCL) and lymphoblastic lymphoma,
respectively, and were 76 and 82 months out of treat-
ment, respectively, at the time of this writing. Serial
computed tomography (CT) scans from the patient
with DLCL showed a large volume abdominal tumor
burden that continued to shrink despite lack of detect-
able chimerism or any further therapy (Figure 4A).
Both patients with PR underwent subsequent autolo-
gous BMT, 1 at 112 days and the other at 380 days
from haplotransplantation. The first patient, who had
Figure 2. HIS characteristics: an example of skin changes with the syndrome. (A) Day 4 after cell infusion. (B) Day19. (C) Histological section obtained
on day 4 showing spongiosis and lymphocyte invasion with no evidence of GVHD.
426 Biol Blood Marrow Transplant 15:421-431, 2009G. A. Colvin et al.DLCL, had previously stored marrow cells and under-
went transplantation because of persistent pancytopenia
and residual disease. This patient converted to CR after



























Figure 3. Multiplex cytokine analysis of serum. Cytokine levels were
measured using the Human 17-Plex Panel Cytokine Assay (IL-1, IL-2,
IL-4, IL-5, IL-6, IL-7, IL-8, IL-10, IL-12 [p70], IL-13, IL-17, G-CSF, GM-CSF,
IFN-g MCP-1 [MCAF], MIP-1b, TNF-a) and the Bio-Plex Suspension
Array System (Bio-Rad) according to the manufacturer’s instructions.
The results were compared against a standard curve derived from
recombinant cytokine standards ranging from of 0.2 to 3200 pg/mL.
Cytokine concentrations were calculated using Bio-Plex Manager soft-
ware (Bio-Rad). The data are presented in pg/mL. Serial serum samples
were obtained in 17 patients at the 2 108 CD31 cell/kg level. Cytokine
levels were evaluated immediately before any therapy and then after cell
infusion in patients with HIS during fever spikes. Significant elevations
(P\.05) in the 2  108 CD31 cell/kg cohort (n 5 17) between prein-
fusion and postinfusion values were seen in IL-6 (264 6 61 vs 3757 6
1308 pg/mL), IL-8 (21 6 7 vs 77 6 18 pg/mL), IL-10 (5 6 1.7 vs
91618.6 pg/mL), IFN-g (3.7 6 3.0 vs 30.9 6 6.4 pg/mL), IL-5 (1.28 6
0.49 vs 11.0 6 2.7 pg/mL), IL-7 (3.7 6 1.4 vs 7.7 6 1.1 pg/mL), IL-13
(0.51 6 0.28 vs 4.2 6 1.0 pg/mL), MCP-1 (87.1 6 25.4 vs 1188.7 6
773 pg/mL), and MIP-1b (94.9 6 18.5 vs 999.8 6 773.8 pg/ml). No sig-
nificant elevation or depression of IL-2, IL-4, GM-CSF, INF-a, IL-1b, IL-7,
IL-12, IL-17, or G-CSF occurred.patient succumbed tocytomegalovirus (CMV)pneumo-
nia 10months later, but was free of lymphoma.The sec-
ond patient, who had transformed follicular lymphoma
(FL), had significant cardiomyopathy at the time of tu-
mor recurrence, which prohibited autologous trans-
plantation. This patient had a PR and underwent
palliative therapy with rituximab and radiation to the
main tumor bed. Although tumor shrinkage occurred,
active disease persisted. The patient’s cardiac function
normalized, and autologous transplantation converted
her to CR. She succumbed to refractory Babesiosis infec-
tion 56months after haplotransplantation, free of recur-
rent lymphoma.
Encouraging responses were seen in several pa-
tients with refractory AML; 3 of 13 patients obtained
durable CR lasting 8, 11, and 31 months, respectively.
The first patient died free of disease (as documented
1 week before death) from preexisting arteriovenous
malformation bleeding complications. In the second
patient, who had an underlying myelodysplastic syn-
drome (MDS), the leukemic clone was eliminated
but residual myelodysplasia remained. The MDS had
clonal evolution with recurrent or new AML develop-
ing 11 months after haplotransplantation. The patient
declined further treatment. The third patient had re-
lapsed, refractory active promyelocytic leukemia with
a new chromosomal abnormality of 1:12. He demon-
strated CR for 31 months after haplotransplantation,
after which the disease recurred. He was brought
into CR with arsenic trioxide and, after a second hap-
lotransplantation, was disease-free at 38 months after
his last treatment. Transient responses, defined as per-
sistent loss of peripheral blood blasts and/or.50% re-
duction in marrow blasts on restaging of bone marrow
2 weeks after transplantation, were seen in 7 of 12
evaluable patients. These responses lasted a median
of 19 6 5 days. Three of these patients demonstrated
improved blood counts, and 6 demonstrated improved
performance status. All responses occurred at CD31
cell doses of 1 to 2  108 cells/kg and in the absence
of measurable donor chimerism (\ 5%). Serial bone
Table 3. Therapeutic Response and Cell Dose Effect
Macrochimerism: 2 Weeks to 2 Months (> 5%)
All patients 5% (2 of 38)
AML responders 0% (0 of 10)
NHL responders 0% (0 of 4)
Two patients engrafted; 1 died of infection complications, and the other died
from acute GVHD. Three patients died on day 6-9 and were not evaluable for
chimerism
Clinical Response
AML NHL Solid Tumors
CR 23% (3 of 13) 33% (2 of 6) 0% (0 of 15)
PR 0 33% (2 of 6) 0% (0 of 15)
Transient response 54% (7 of 13) 0 0% (0 of 15)
Stable disease 0 0 13% (2 of 15)





of Patients Response Disease
1  106 CD3+ cells/kg 4 0
1  107 CD3+ cells/kg 4 0
3  107 CD3+ cells/kg 4 2 (stable disease) Renal, breast
1  108 CD3+ cells/kg 8 2 NHL (PR), AML (CR)
2  108 CD3+ cells/kg 21 10 NHL, AML
AML indicates acute myelogenous leukemia; NHL, non-hodgkin lym-
phoma; GVHD, graft-versus-host-disease; CR, complete response; PR,
partial response.
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showed evidence of large tumor reduction and early
resumption of normal hematopoiesis (Figure 4B).
Although the radiation therapy possibly could have eli-
cited some transient antitumor response, our murine
models demonstrated no change in marrow cellularity
9 days after 200 cGy of TBI (data not shown). (We
used 200 cGy instead of 100 cGY, because the LD50Figure 4. Antitumor effects and distribution kinetics of infused cells. (A) Seria
phoma who remained in complete remission 60 months after haploidentical i
tumor regression over time. The most recent restaging with PET/CT scan perf
(B) Transient response to haplo immunotherapy as demonstrated by represen
cell infusion, a marked response to therapy is evident, with loss of myelobla
hematopoiesis is seen, but by 26 days after therapy, the leukemia has returnedin mice is approximately double that in humans.)
Figure 3C illustrates the kinetics of graft rejection.
Except for the 2 patients who engrafted, no patients
exhibited detectable chimerism by 3 weeks after haplo-
transplantation.DISCUSSION
Nonengrafting haploidentical transplantation
with minimal myeloablation (100 cGy) is an appro-
priate therapeutic strategy for older patients with
significant comorbidities, and it provides a virtually
universal donor pool. Side effects include well-tolerated
myelotoxicity and an immediate postransplantation
steroid-responsive immunologic syndrome. Significant
antitumor responses, some complete and long-lasting,
were seen in patients with leukemias and lymphomas
in the absence of stable chimerism. Tumor responses
occurred both early and late after haplotransplantation,
with the most pronounced immediate antitumor res-
ponses seen in the patients with leukemias.The patients
with lymphomas tended to experience continued tumor
regression, as demonstrated in a patient with bulky
disease that regressed slowly over 2 years. One patient
with relapsed, refractory acute promyelocytic leukemia
had gross marrow disease that disappeared 1 month
after transplantation but was still polymerase chain
reaction (PCR)–positive for PML-RARAprotein (reso-
lution of 1:100,000), becoming negative only after 2
months.
HIS likely is mediated by a cytokine storm that is
exquisitely responsive to steroids. In the present
study, it occurred only in patients who received at
least 108 CD31 cells/kg. The associated cytokines
differ from those implicated in GVHD orl CT scans of gallium avid tumor in a patient with diffuse large B cell lym-
mmunotherapy in the absence of any additional therapy. Note the slow
ormed in May 2007 was negative for recurrent disease (data not shown).
tative serial bone marrow results in a patient with AML. At 3 days after
sts and some edema. At 14 days after therapy, resumption of normal
, and the marrow is packed with myeloblasts.
428 Biol Blood Marrow Transplant 15:421-431, 2009G. A. Colvin et al.engraftment syndrome, which include IL-1, IL-2,
IL-8, TNF-a, and IFN-g. HIS also differs from en-
graftment syndrome in terms of negative skin and in-
testinal biopsy results and the absence of
noncardiogenic edema, renal insufficiency, weight
gain, and encephalopathy. HIS may be critical to
our observed tumor responses. The increased pres-
ence of MCP-1 and MIB-1b, which up-regulate
NK cell function and recruitment, suggests that
NK cells play a role in this syndrome, possibly in me-
diating tumor response [34].
Although GVT and GVHD are closely associated,
animal models have shown evidence that antitumor ac-
tivity can be seen with minimal or no obvious GVHD
[19,35,36]. Evidence also exists suggesting that GVT
and GVHD may be separable in alloBMT [37,38]. In
the present study tumor responses were seen with no
evidence of GVHD. This finding is consistent with
failure of engraftment or graft rejection. Dey et al.
[39] reported antitumor responses with chimerism
loss in 9 of 22 patients after nonmyeloablative condi-
tioning and alloBMT. Seven of 9 patients who lost
chimerismwere alive at 2.5 to 5.5 years after transplan-
tation. In this setting, however, there was initial
engraftment, and an initial T cell–mediated GVT
reaction was possible, because T cell chimerism was
present at 2 weeks posttransplantation (. 5%) in 8 of
9 patients. The authors favored the hypothesis that
a host-versus-graft response with associated rejection
promoted the antitumor responses. We favor a similar
hypothesis for the tumor responses noted in our
patients, who never obtained chimerism, although
the 2 trials had major differences. In our study, no
responding patient demonstrated chimerism past
2 weeks posttransplantation, whereas the patients of
Dey et al. [39] had initial engraftment with chimerism
persisting for 21 to 144 days. In our study, there was an
immediate cytokine-related syndrome with both early
and later responses. Although we cannot rule out the
possibility of microchimerism (\5%) with a T cell at-
tack against the tumor, our results demonstrating no
evidence of engraftment or GVHD in responders,
along with different cytokine elevations than are asso-
ciated with classic GVHD/GVT suggest that this is
not the case.
Alternatively, we cannot rule out the possibility
that a graft-versus-host reaction, rather than a host-
versus-graft reaction (ie, graft rejection), was responsi-
ble for awakening host-derived antitumor immunity.
This type of response was suggested by Rajewsky
et al. [40] characterized in a guinea pig model by Ell-
man and coworkers [41,42] and later demonstrated in
a murine model [43].
We speculate that the cells responsible for the
cytokine HIS, which may be related to donor cell re-
jection, altered the host’s tolerance to the tumor and
allowed for a host immune response against the tu-mor. This theory is further supported in murine
models showing that host antidonor immune
responses causing spontaneous or intentionally in-
duced graft rejection by recipient lymphocyte infu-
sions produced antitumor responses against
recipient tumors [44]. In addition, host antidonor
responses capable of eliminating allogeneic donor
WBCs have been shown to be potent and rapidly ac-
tivated, producing almost complete (99.9%) elimina-
tion of donor cells within 3 days after transfusion
[45]. Rapid elimination of large volumes of alloge-
neic donor splenocytes was found to be mediated
by recipient CD81 cells stimulated by donor CD41
T cells. Alloantibodies seem to be responsible for
the elimination of allogeneic donor cells in the ab-
sence of recipient CD81 cells. There is evidence
that the potent host antidonor response could attack
tumors, because of the cross-reactive nature of allor-
eactivity [46-48]. Administering G-CSF before
donor collection potentially enhanced the antigen-
presenting capabilities of the donor WBC’s and
thereby increased the host antidonor responses,
thus increasing the antitumor response. The early
transient responses may well have resulted from lysis
of tumor cells by the infused T cells or NK cells; this
probably does not explain the longer-term responses,
however [49,50]. Other cell types, such as T regula-
tory cells, may have played a role in modulating or
enhancing the responses. The present trial was not
initially designed to separate out this type of infor-
mation. Giving addition infusions at 6- to 8-week in-
tervals would be of interest to evaluate those patients
with transient responses or large tumor burdens.
In summary, our findings indicate that TBI of 100
cGy followed by HLA-haploidentical transplantation
is a biologically active therapy for refractory hemato-
logic disease. The patients with AML and lymphomas
had a high response rate, even when taking into
account that many of the patients treated with this
protocol were enrolled in the Phase I component of
this trial. These data further suggest that persistent
donor chimerism may not be necessary for durable
antitumor response. The rejection of donor-derived
cells in concert with elevated levels of specific cyto-
kines may represent a novel therapeutic approach
for hematologic malignancies.ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
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2. Interferon
3. CE/DHAC
12 Lymphoma 3 1. CHOP No
2. Interferon
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14 MDS-AML 1 1. FLAT (Fludarabine/
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